Eongress of the Linited States
1oesc of Booprosinoanoes

il asimmgen, BE 3515- 1008

septernber 9, 2004

The Honorable J. Derrus Hastert The Honorable Tom DeLay

Speaker Lilajonty Leader

Urated States House of Represertatrres Urated States House of Represertatrres
H-232, the Capitol H-107, the Capitol

The Honorable CW. Bill Young The Honorable Jarmes Walsh

Chatrmnan, Coranittes on Approprations Chairiman,

Urated States House of Represertatrres Subcormittes on VA-HUD SAppropriations

H-21%, the Capitol Urated States House of Bepresertatnes
H-143, the Capital

Dear Ivlr. Speaker, Ivlr. Leader and Ivir. Chatrrnen:

[ arn wnting to youto regquest ernergency assistance through the FY 2005 VA-HUD
Lppropriations legislation for the Wanconda Sand and Gravel Superfund site in oy
hometown of Wanconda, [hnois. Iiare of the residential wells surrounding the
Superfund site have shown elerments of the cheracal, vinyl chlonde, and the moober of
contarninated wells continues to increase. It is due to this that [ am requesting $6 million
i funding to mcrease the groundweater testing and monitornng as well as the
iuplerentation of a study to deterrne possible clean drinking water sowrces availdhle
to the residents surrounding the Wanconda Sand and Graveel Superfund Site in the long
terrn. There 15 reason to believe that this source will be outside the YVillage of Wanronda
and a costly venture.

In 1941, the Wanconda Sand and Grawvel Pit in the Village of Wanconda in Lake County,
[hnois, began operation as a landfill. The site consists of roughly 74 acres, which
mcludes a 47-acre nor-perrratted landfill and a f-acre landfill perrutted by the inois
Errrronmental Protection Agency (IEPA). Lccording to a health consultation report
frorn the Lgency for Tomae Substances and Dizease Begistry, this landfill accepted an
estimated 5.4 million cubic vards of waste that included residential gathagze, construction
debrs, and industnal waste and sludge until itz closure m July, 1975,

L fter recerning mformation concerning the dumping of large quantities of
pokrchlomnated biphensyl, the Uted States Ersarormental Protection Agency (U EP &)

and the IEPA started wrovestizations into the possihility of chericals leaking from the site



& fter recerang the results from those erestizations, the USEPA placed the Wanconda
Sand and Gravel pit on the National Priorities List in Septeraber, 1983

On Septeraber 15, 2003, the Lake County Health Departrent (LCHD) started the
sampling of residential wells east of the Superfund site. After the completing the testing
of 17 residential wells, the LCHD results showed vl chlonde contararnation m 7 wells,
with the highest level of contarmnation being 36 micrograres per hter. On Jarary 13,
2004, the LCHD held a public meeting to diseuss these results wath local residents.

When mformed of the results from the LOHD), I reenediately contacted the 15 EPA
msisting that rmore residential wells be tested and bottled water be provaded to the
residents that tested at hagh levels of contaraination. Per ray request, the agency started
negotiating with the potentially responsible parties, narned the Wanconda Task Group
(W), to provide the testing of 121 additional wells in the Hillerest Subdrasion and to
provide bottled dinking water to residents testing at ugh lewvels. The WTG coraplied by
testing the additional wells and prosading the bottled drivdang water. & fter cormpletion of
the testing in Miarch 2004, 81 residential wells showed vingyl chlonde contarmnation.
These results were discussed with local residents and bottled water was provaded to those
residents whose wells tested above 1 racrogrars per hter. The WTIG, under the oversizht
of the I3 EP A&, was also grven the opportundy to expand the testing sites.

Since the last round of testing, little has been done to provide residents with clean
drnking water or to mecrease the speed at whach testing 15 being done. There has been
little focus on exarnining a long-term solution, which was recorunended m a Health
Consultation conducted by the 1.5, Departrent of Health and Hurnan Services on Iiay
24, 2004, Wher we are dealing with one of 1ife’s most basic elements, it 13 roperatmee
that action is taken with a steadfast pace. It is with this urgency that [ recuest $6 million
mn funding to mmcrease the ground water testing, monitonng and the 1mplementation of a
study to deterrane possible clean dinlang water sources availdble to the residents
surrounding the Wanconda Sand and Grasel Superfund Site in the long term.

[ appreciate your willingness to consider this ernergency request as the House of
BEepresentatrves moves forward with the appropmations process. Ifyou have any
guestions or need additional indoraation, please let me know or have a meraber of your
statf contact Enc Grey on my staff. He canbe at 2027225-3711.

Sincere Ly,

(Bt B, Crame

Phalip . Crane, IW.C.
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